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Foreword

The development of the library automation and network is a
very important subject in the fields of library and information
science, especially during the recent ten years when academic
research institutes, information service agencies and libraries in our
country respectively set up the database and develop the automation
system of their own. With a view to promoting the research and
reference values and functions of these databases and syslems
scattered every where in Taiwan the Library Development
Committee of the Ministry of Education activated in December 1989
the Library and Information Network Integrated Planning Reacarch
Group to study positively the feasibility of the establishment of the
"National Library and Information Network" A printed report on the
said planning was submitted in June 1991. The Ministry of Education
has gradually carried out the projects in terms of the said report
with the emphasis laid on the libraries and information industry.

At this initial stage of the library automation and information
system development [ am fortunate to have had the opportunity to
work at the National Central Library for eight years from 1981-1989.
During my tenure of office there I often presented papers in library
and information science related international conferences all over the
world, introducing the state-of-art of the National Central Library
and analyzing the prospect of the library automation and information
system in Taiwan in the hope that through- such contacts with
librarians and informatiof scientists abroad I can push myself to
make more contributions to my country and render more service to
our library development. Therefore, in the past decade thirteen
papers have been written and some of them have been included in
the proceedings of the concerned international conferences. However,
since they are published by different sponsors in the world it is not
so easy to make them available locally for reference. Fortunately, the
Ministry of Education has kindly approved to grant subsidies for the
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Library Automation And Bibliographic Network

publication of papers of international conferences and the current
collection of my papers will thus be made available for reference by
colleagues at home and abroad.

In this collection there are thirteen papers classified into four
categories, namely, (1). Chinese MARC Format; (2).Chinese MARC
Bibliographic Databases; (3).Library Automation in Taiwan, Republic
of China; and (4). Library Networking in Taiwan, Republic of China.
There are three to four papers in each category with the names,
venues and time of the international conferences indicated in each
paper.

In this information age there are rapid changes every day; the
achievements today may soon turn out to be faded flowers tomorrow.
However, in spite of the changes or progress there is surely a
continuity between the old and the new. In compiling my papers for
publication I am very much obliged to the former Director Professor
Wang Cheng-kuo and my colleagues of the National Central Library
for his encouraging supports and their enthusiastic cooperation
during my service there.

Should there be any misprint or error whatsoever in the
colloction I would like to extend my sincere apology and heartily
welcome any correction and comment,

Nancy Ou-lan (Hu) Chou
National Chengchi University
Taipei, Taiwan,Republic of China
June 1993
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